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New website for Orthodox gays
aims to find ‘common ground,
solutions’ within community
• By JONAH MANDEL

A new virtual home for
Orthodox homosexual men
was launched last week in the
form of a website seeking to
“expose to the rabbis and religious community the difficulties faced by religious homosexuals, to reach common
ground and solutions.”
The Kamoha – Orthodox
Homosexuals (meaning “like
you” in Hebrew) group was
founded by “Amit,” a 30-yearold hesder graduate from central Israel, who broke off from
Havruta after feeling that the
veteran Internet site for religious gays in Israel was compromising on the religious
adherence to which it was purportedly committed. The new
Kamoha
website,
kamoha.org.il, notes a number
of instances in which Havruta –
which has been an online platform for the past three years
and organizes monthly meetings and other activities – deviated from its declared Orthodox directive, such as endorsing a non-Orthodox prayer
service on Yom Kippur or
adding non-religious members
to its steering committee.
Amit related the pain he had
experienced in seeing Havruta,
“which was a home for me for
two-and-a-half years,” take a
new direction that made him,
as a person fully committed to
Orthodoxy, feel like a stranger.
The founding principles of
Kamoha include “increasing

the awareness among the
national-religious sector of
the complex situation of the
religious homosexual, encouraging the integration of religious homosexuals into the
existent communities, taking
part in events pertaining to
the world of Orthodox homosexuals, except for such that
are provocations against the
Orthodox Jewish lifestyle...
recognizing the right of those
seeking psychological counsel
regarding their sexual orientation to receive it, [and]
encouraging sincere heterosexual relationships, not out
of concealment and deception, which strive to life in the
light of the Torah.”
Publicly endorsing the new
movement and its principles
are three Orthodox rabbis:
Rabbi Yuval Cherlow, head of
the Petah Tikva hesder yeshiva;
Rabbi Menachem Burstein,
founder and head of the Puah
Institute for Fertility According
to Halacha; and Rabbi Yechiel

Faust, former head of the Moreshet Ya’acov yeshiva.
Cherlow is considered relatively open to the Orthodox
homosexual community, and
signed the recently circulated
“Statement of Principles on the
Place of Jews with a Homosexual Orientation in Our Community,” which emphasizes
the dignity and respect such
individuals are due as human
beings and as Jews. Although
Burstein wears a knitted kippa,
which is identified with the
national-religious sector, he is
considered close to the national-haredi camp, which is perceived as more conservative.
Like Havruta, Kamoha is
striving to set up monthly
meetings. Amit said he hoped
the first such event would be
attended by a rabbi, something
that would help indicate the
direction of his new group.
Besides being an anchor for
Orthodox homosexual men,
who face unique challenges
and difficulties personally and

socially, Kamoha will also strive
to provide helpful information
to these men’s religious communities – such as advice to
rabbis, who might be the first
people with whom young men
share their homosexual tendencies or thoughts.
Amit also told The Jerusalem
Post about his desire to establish a fund for young men –
and women – who want to seek
professional help in exploring
their situation. Many times
these people, who are in
yeshivot or the army, don’t
have the money for therapy,
which could be crucial to their
current and future well-being,
Amit explained.
Such therapy would not be
the controversial “converting”
treatments endorsed by some
rabbis, who believe that a
homosexual inclination can be
undone, Amit said.
“There are people who can
change, and there are people
who can’t,” he added, noting
the importance of a religious
person knowing he engaged in
serious introspection that
helped clarify where he stood.
“There is the religious outlook of the importance of
establishing a home in Israel,
there are halachic problems. It’s
not simple,” Amit said. “Such
an examination could help a
person feel whole with himself
when he reaches the gates of
Heaven,” where, according to
tractate Shabbat of the Babylonian Talmud, one is asked if
he procreated.
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WIZO sets sights on improving
Israel’s standing in the world
• By GIL SHEFLER

Some 150 members of the
Women’s International Zionist Organization, a Jewish
activist group celebrating its
90th anniversary this year,
gathered in Tel Aviv on Monday for its annual Meeting of
Representatives.
WIZO chairwoman Tova
Ben-Dov welcomed the delegates from 24 countries to the
event at the Hilton Hotel and
spoke about the organization’s
significant contribution to
Israel.
“During the last 90 years
WIZO has stood for integrity,”
Ben-Dov said. “It is our ongoing
commitment
which
makes WIZO an icon of Israeli
society.”
Since its founding in the UK
90 years ago, WIZO has spread
around the world to almost
every country with a Jewish
community.
It
employs
around 5,000 people in Israel
and runs dozens of day care
centers, women’s shelters and
other charitable projects.
However, since the start of the
global recession WIZO, like

many other Jewish not-for
profits, has had to cope with
diminished donations.
“We’ve carried out a cutback
of NIS 15 million to the core
budget and it was very hard,”
Ben-Dov informed the delegates. “Here in Israel we are
doing everything possible to
approach funds and foundations for support. I know our
members in the [WIZO] Federations are making an extra
effort.”
One of the issues on the
agenda on Monday was
Israel’s political standing in
the world.
Michal Moda’i, the widow of
the late minister Yitzhak
Moda’i, spoke with alarm
about the challenges the
country is facing on the international arena.
“Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is using
the same terminology used by
another dictator in Europe 70
years ago,” she said, drawing
parallels with Adolf Hitler. “He
is making every effort to
achieve nuclear weapons.”
Moda’i later lashed out
against the Palestinian Boy-

cott, Divestment and Sanctions movement, saying it
ignored Israel’s human rights
record.
“Israel is the only country in
the region which offers equal
rights to every citizen regardless of their color, gender and
religion,”
Moda’i
said.
“Women are not stoned to
death in Israel. Homosexuals
are not hunted down in front
of cheering crowds. Everyone
is equal in front of the law and
even a president can be tried
for rape and molestation.”
One of the more interesting
group of delegates was from a
Mediterranean country that
cannot be named for fear of
repercussions against its
members.
“If you write about us, we
will be in jail,” one delegate
implored. “Please forget we
were here.”
Ben-Dov said the WIZO
group meets clandestinely at
the rabbi’s house without the
authorities’ knowledge. She
added that WIZO groups exist
in several other countries
where public opinion is not
always favorable toward Israel,

such as in Greece and Latin
America.
WIZO President Helena
Glaser chose to touch on the
relative dearth of WIZO representation in Eastern Europe,
reiterating her call to expand
its operations into that part of
the world.
“I resubmit my suggestion.
WIZO cannot fall behind
other Jewish or Zionist organizations that have already
established themselves in that
region,” Glaser said. “In the
age old debate about whether
leadership is congenital, I
believe it can be acquired and
therefore, it is imperative that
WIZO Federations put emphasis on preparing the future
leadership on all levels – local,
state, national and international – so that WIZO never
find itself without the right
people in the right positions at
the right time. Again, this calls
for innovative and ego-free
thinking and focused theme
programs. Emphasis should be
put on nurturing those committed haverot [members] who
can advance and benefit our
movement and organization.
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More single women
can now freeze ova
Some rabbinical arbiters oppose Health Ministry
move, while others – especially in national
religious sector – reluctantly go along
• By JUDY SIEGEL

From now on, women aged
30 to 41 who lack partners are
able to have up to 20 of their
healthy eggs frozen and stored
at their own expense in hospital fertility unit ova banks for
later use.
The Health Ministry issued
for publication on Tuesday the
rules and regulations it set
down to allow this procedure.
The ministry also determined
rules for allowing fertile
women of all ages whose eggs
could be destroyed by medical
treatment to freeze them as
well for use after their recovery.
Until now, only teenage girls
and
women
undergoing
chemotherapy or other treatments that destroy ova have
been allowed to have the procedure done – at state expense
– so they can eventually
become pregnant through invitro fertilization (IVF). This
major change in Health Ministry regulations went into
effect following recommendations last year by the National
Bioethics Council that were
turned into legal stipulations
by Mira Hibner, the ministry’s
legal adviser.
The freezing of human eggs
for medical reasons includes
carriers of the Fragile X premutation; women with signs of
early menopause, autoimmune
diseases or chromosomal syndromes; candidates for preventive surgical removal of the
ovaries; or women due to
undergo surgery that involves
ovary removal. The basket of
health services pays for egg
removal, freezing and storage
of eggs from such women.
Women who want to freeze
their eggs at their own expense

for nonmedical reasons are
expected largely to be religious
women who for halachic reasons do not want to get pregnant at the moment with
donated sperm but are waiting
for “the right man to appear.”
If he doesn’t arrive, they can
use them to try to become pregnant with a sperm donation.
According to the new regulations, the ova can be defrosted
for IVF until the woman reaches a maximum age (at present)
of 54 years. Every five years,
those with frozen ova have to
inform the IVF center where
their eggs are being kept that
they want them to remain
there. If the hospital is not
informed, the eggs will be
destroyed, but women with
ova deposits can donate them
to other women who want to
get pregnant if the two meet
ministry criteria.
The ministry regulations do
not prevent lesbian women
aged 30 to 41 from freezing
their eggs, said Hibner, as any
woman in the stipulated age
group who fills out a form
applying for the arrangement
can undergo the procedure.
The cost of freezing and storing eggs for nonmedical reasons “will not be cheap – it will
be in the thousands of shekels
– but cheaper than if done
abroad,” said Hibner.
IVF units in all the country’s
general hospitals will have to
inform the ministry of the number of such arrangements and
the number or pregnancies and
deliveries achieved with them.
Hibner last year told The
Jerusalem Post that “we believe
it will reduce the demand for
donated ova, which are in very
short supply. The ministry will
prepare posters to explain to

women that storing ova for
later use will not guarantee that
they will become pregnant, as
success rates are far from 100
percent.”
The legal adviser predicted
that women who were busy
with a career and wanted to get
pregnant later would not be a
significant group among those
getting the procedure done. In
fact, a relevant sector will be
single religious women who
have not found husbands yet
and don’t want to wait until
their ova are “too old” to produce healthy babies.
Some leading rabbinical
arbiters have opposed single
women freezing eggs, while
other prominent ones – especially in the national religious
sector – have reluctantly agreed
to it. At the recent conference
of the Puah Institute for Fertility According to Halacha, Kiryat
Arba Chief Rabbi Dov Lior
(who is national religious) said
women are not – unlike men –
halachicly obliged to have children. “If a child is born without
a father figure, there can be
negative characteristics; this is
not the solution.”
If they don’t find a proper
match, they can always adopt
an existing child, he suggested.
He suggested that the institute
would be well advised to set up
a nonprofit matchmaking service to help women in their 20s
and 30s to find a mate.
But Puah founder and director Rabbi Menachem Burstein
has been quoted as saying that
while it was preferable for
women to marry and then get
pregnant the natural way, it
was better to freeze one’s eggs
and wait for a husband than to
use a sperm donation to produce a baby when single.

‘Artificial light in bedroom is
best predictor of breast cancer’
• By JUDY SIEGEL

When your partner insists on
turning down the lights in
your bedroom, he is not only
in a romantic mood – he is also
worried about reducing your
risk of breast cancer.
A new study at the University
of Haifa has confirmed suspicions that exposure to artificial
light at night, including at the
workplace, is a risk factor – in
fact, the “best predictor” – for
breast cancer – as it has already
been shown to be one for
prostate cancer in men.
The retrospective study was
carried out on 1,679 Jewish and
Arab Israeli women and the
level of light to which they
were exposed in their bedrooms – from street lamps outside the window, another room
or night lights in the room.
Even the light of a TV set was
examined as a factor. Almost
half contracted breast cancer.
They were controlled for
medical and family history,
socioeconomic status, alcohol
usage, number of children and
other factors.
The team headed by Prof.
Avraham Haim with Prof. Boris
Fortunov of the university,
Prof. Hedy Rennert of the Technion-Israel Institute of Tech-

nology and Dr. Itai Klug, who
earned his doctorate based on
this research, which has just
been published in the journal
Chronobiology International.
Previous studies have pointed
to a connection to breast cancer risks and exposure to artificial light, but these had been
based on light from street fixtures and shopping malls and
during shift work at
night. The new
study focuses on
light at home, and
especially in the
bedroom where
they sleep for
hours at end.
The elevated risk
is not due to working late at night per se, but
apparently stems rather from
exposure to artificial light for
long periods during these
hours. The reduced production of the hormone melatonin seems to interfere with
the division of cells, which is
one of the mechanisms that
are harmed in cancer.
The participants were asked
about light in the bedroom
from electrical fixtures and
from street fixtures and other
rooms, as well as whether
they went to sleep with
the TV set turned on.

They were asked to rate the
amount of light to which they
were exposed in the bedroom –
none, a little, quite a lot or
completely light. The most significant predictor of breast cancer was exposure to artificial
light in the bedroom.
Another factor in Jewish
women was whether they had
given birth and to how many
children. Arab women,
who on average
have more children than Jewish
women, were at a
lower risk of
breast
cancer.
When
the
researchers studied exposure to
artificial light in the bedroom only among Jewish
women, the significance was
even stronger than with
Arab women included.
Artificial light is without
doubt an irrevocable part of
Western life, and its influence will only increase with
the years, the researchers
said. But fortunately, this
“environmental pollutant”
can easily be controlled,”
concluded Haim, who
added that awareness of
the risk should be
increased.

